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Before and after!  

40 years of 

ministry!  

Congratulations,  

Kenny!  
More photos inside! 
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Oh the heat, the heat! The 

terrible terrible heat!  No, 

Iôm not complaining ï but 

you have to admit weôre not 

used to it, are we ï well, not 

for this length of time? A 

day here, a day there... and 

then back to the rain. Thatôs 

more the Scottish weather we know and love! But 

here I sit, writing this in temperatures of 27/29 

degrees... every window and even the door is 

open... and the sunlight streams in inviting me to 

stop writing in order to go through my front door 

and spend time outside in the garden instead. 

Sigh. 

Whilst  I resist the temptation to step through that 

particular door it does call to mind  a podcast I  

listened to as I ran the other day ï it was by John 

Ortberg and it was called óGod of the Open Doorô.  

What Ortberg said in the 

podcast made me think what a 

welcoming image an óopen 

doorô is. ï We open the 

church doors wide on a 

Sunday morning... our 

churches join in óDoors Open 

Dayô in September every 

year... and we say our ódoor is 

always openô when talking to 

friends whom weôd like to see again. These are 

open doors which invite us into somewhere ï but 

there are also the open doors which face out the 

way ï to somewhere we havenôt been yet... to new 

experiences. Perhaps they might include the open 

door of a new job, a new home, a new country, a 

new place to explore. Maybe many of us will be 

going through such open doors this summer time. 

There are many different kinds of open doors. 

Now we may find open doors scary... but I think 

they are also often inviting... exciting... and they 

should entice us forward.  Throughout the ages 

God has called so many through the Open Door of 

His opportunities ï just think of Abraham whose 

door led him to journey with Yahweh to lands 

unknown... Jonah who initially refused to go 

through the Open Door of preaching to the people 

of Nineveh... Peter, James and John who gladly 

went through their door to the way of 

discipleship... and then there is the rich young 

man - who found it too hard to step through the 

door, firmly closing it as he walked away from 

Jesus. 

God doesnôt make us go through His open doors ï 

it is always our choice, our turning, our decision. 

They are not compulsory ï and sometimes God 

may even give us more than one door at a time to 

choose between. 

But why does God open doors for us? I think it is 

so that we might receive and give blessing.... 

Receive blessing from other people... and BE a 

blessing to others. Abraham received blessing 

through a family as ónumerous as the starsô... 

Noah received blessing through salvation from the 

waters... Elisha received blessing from Elijah as 

he took on his mantle... and then proceeded to 

give blessings in his turn to those in need in his 

own ministry... Mary received news from the 

Angel Gabriel and sang about her blessing in the 

Magnificat. 

And these things donôt just happen in the óolden, 

Biblical daysô.  Today the converted and 

transformed New York gang member Nicky Cruz 

gives blessing in abundance as he travels the 

world spreading the Word to new audiences 

today.... Corrie Ten Boom received blessings even 

as she dwelt in the darkness of Auschwitz... and 

Ray OôKeefe is a blessing to many a struggling 

alcoholic through his testimony of recovery.   

And we are no different.... even if we receive and 

give blessings in less dramatic ways: A hug when 

we feel down... a text from someone who is 

thinking of us... a smile from a stranger... a word 

of encouragement when life is tough.... a belly 

laugh in good company... these are all open doors 

where we can receive such blessing. And as we 

receive so should we give. Every day there are 

wee open doors to make someone elseôs day a 

little better, a little shinier, a little happier... 

opportunities to help, laugh, be kind and 

compassionate. Look for those doors. Step 

through those doors. And make the world just that 

wee bit brighter.                                With love, Liz  



 Dates for your Diary! 

                 Saturday 28th July 

ì*Ď£òđý¼¾Ì´ïôûgonna 
be [Åò¾´¼ý®íû

Caribbean Afternoon 
An afternoon of food (Caribbean Jerk 
Chicken), dancing and much hilarity in St 
AugustineΩs Church! 

Exact time TBA ± 
but watch out for more details, 
come along and feel relaxed! 

Friday 3rd August 
7.30pm 

Kyiv Classic Accordion 

Duo 

An evening of easy listening music and 
entertainment! 
 
We will be welcoming to St !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩs 
Church Igor and Oleks who yet again are 
giving up some of their summer holidays 
to raise money for the children and young 
people that are still being affected by the 
Chenobyl nuclear explosion. 
 
Entry is free. Donations are welcome. 
..................................................................... 

Saturday 4th August 11am  
Institution of 

Rev Canon Dominic Ind, 
 St Michael­s and All  Angels, 

Helensburgh 

You are all warmly invited to come 

and join the Bishop in welcoming 

Dominic and his wife to our Region. 

Dominic comes to us from a parish 

in Bridge of Allan. He previously 

served in the parishes of 

Cambuslang and also Uddingston. 

.............................................. 

 

Thinking of renewing your 
insurance? 

Like to be able to donate £130 
to your church? 

 
To celebrate the 130th anniversary of 
Ecclesiastical Insurance the company 
have offered to donate £130 every time 
someone from our church families takes 
out a new home insurance policy with 
them. Full terms and conditions and 
details of their award winning home 
insurance are available on their website 
at www.ecclesiastical.com/trust130 or 
phone 0800 783 0130 



From Kennyé 

Unfortunately, at the moment, Iôm rather 

immobile after a rather nasty accident which 

ended in a five-day visit to hospital. I know I can 

count on your prayers for me, and for that I am 

grateful. It threatens to be a rather long haul 

before I get back to normal again. 

 

I am grateful for your prayers and am very 

grateful too, for the unforgettable celebration 

which marked the 40
th
 Anniversary of my 

Ordination. It was a truly wonderful day for me. 

The good wishes and kind words were more than I 

deserved. Thank you to all who made this day 

such a special one. 

 

The beautiful stole and incredible icon which I 

was given by the congregations of St. Augustineôs 

and St Mungoôs will perpetuate the fantastic 

memories I have of the day itself, and the photo 

montages are a perpetual reminder of the people 

and places I have been involved with over the 

years. Such care and thought had been taken by so 

many and Iôm rather overwhelmed by it all. 

It was an opportunity for me to give thanks to God 

for all that has been achieved in spite of me, and a 

reminder of how Our Lord can use us to bring 

about Kingdom of heaven stuff while we are on 

earth. 

 

My thanks to both vestries, congregations, and to 

Liz for everything. Your kindness and generosity 

will not be forgotten. 

 

It has made me think deeply about gratitude and 

how grateful we should be for all that God has 

given us. It is very easy to go on our way in life 

rejoicing, without pausing to express our gratitude 

to God, as the tenth leper did! God has blessed me 

with so much, and Godôs presence in my life and 

ministry, as I look back, has not always been fully 

appreciated. This cairn along the road has helped 

me to reflect on how grateful I should be.  

 

So, thank you all for your gifts, cards and good 

wishes. The buffet was incredible and we could 

have fed 5,000 with the leftovers! 

Kenny  

................................................................................ 

 óYou need hands to hold someone you care forô ï 

that song of 1958 reminds us how hands can 

convey a wide range of gestures and meanings. 

Hands to embrace, hands to signal óStop,ô hands 

to sound out applause, and hands to show 

welcome. In the life of the church, we can thinkof 

sacraments that mark out the individual Christian 

with the laying on of hands at confirmation and 

ordination. We can look at the priest at the 

eucharist where hands offer the peace, take bread 

and wine, and bless. In church windows and 

paintings, we often see the right hand of God 

emerging from a cloud: a sign that takes us back 

to the opening chapter of Genesis and Godôs 

mighty work of creation. 

 

It is the theme of that incredible ceiling in the 

Sistine Chapel painted by Michelangelo: 65 feet 

above the ground and showing a vast array of 300 

figures ï sibyls and prophets and scenes from 

Genesis. On the far wall of the chapel the hand of 

Jesus is raised in judgement, but at the centre of 

the ceiling the hand of God reaches out to bring 

life to the body of Adam. Later, the right hand of 

God will draw forth Eve from the sleeping form of 

Adam: the only panel in which God stands on the 

earth. In this central panel God is like an 

elemental force soaring through the sky and 

surrounded by 12 figures. Adam looks up, patient 

and expectant, meeting the concentrated gaze of 

God, who reaches out to animate and inspire. 

As his patron and ally, Pope Julius II was not at 

all well at this time, and so Michelangelo worked 

at breakneck speed to complete the ceiling. 

This scene took  just three weeks in 1511. We 

look up and ponder the hand of the Creator in 

heaven, and we give thanks for the creative hand 

of the artist on earth. 



Dumbarton Gambia Education Association    

Scottish Charity no: SC 036449  
Administered by St. Augusti neõs Episcopal Church 

Dumbarton.  

Dumbarton nursery 

school embarked 

on an educational 

school visit on 

Friday the 22
nd

 of 

June 2018, which 

took us to the 

Banjul 

International 

Airport, Tanjeh 

Camel Safari and 

Sanyang beach 

side. 

 

At the airport the students were divided into two 

groups accompanied by the staff and some parents 

for a conducted tour guided by personnel from the 

civil aviation authorities. They explained in detail 

to the children the various functions of the 

different departments in the terminal building. 

The children had the opportunity to visit the 

checking lounge, screening room where they were 

shown how people and bags are screened, the 

departure hall and landing side. Luckily enough 

one of the groups of students and staff witnessed a 

landing of a plane for the first time. The students 

also visited the arrival hall and met some custom 

officials who explained their roles and 

responsibilities concerning the taxes and 

regulations around the importing and exporting of 

stuff. 

 

From the airport our next stop was at the Tanjeh 

Camel Safari. Again the officer in charge of the 

camels welcomed us and briefly explained how 

the camel safari had been established and how 

many litres of water a camel can drink in one goé 

(more than 30 gallons of water in less than 15 

minutes!!) After this some brave students took 

turns to touch and climb on the camels and took 

 some pictures. For most of them it was the first 

time seeing a camel live and they enjoyed 

interacting with the friendly camels. 

 

Finally, we drove to the popular Sanyang beach 

side where we had lots of fun and lunch. 

In conclusion, on behalf of the students, parents, 

staff and on my own humble behalf I would like to 

thank Caroline Marsland, her family members and 

her friends for sponsoring the visit by providing 

transport, refreshments, snacks and lunch at no 

cost the students and their parents. 

I would also like to thank Dumbarton Gambia 

Education Association (DGEA) for continuing to 

provide a stimulating and learning environment 

which meets the needs of these innocent poor 

children. Without all of  your help and support 

none of the above would be possible. We looked 

forward to an even more successful trip next year!  

 

With lots of love and admiration from the 

students, parents, and staff 

                               Sulayman Saidy, Head teacher 



Universal Credit not working,  

says Churches 
A benefit system which drives families into debt 

and leaves people hungry is a failing benefit 

system, say a number of Churches in the UK. The 

Baptist Union, the Church of Scotland, the 

Methodist Church and the United Reformed 

Church, have all commented on the recent release 

of the National Audit Office (NAO) report, 

Rolling out Universal Credit. 

 

In a statement, they say: 

óChurches have repeatedly expressed concerns 

about Universal Credit and the damaging effects it 

is having on communities. The NAOôs findings 

are deeply concerning but not a surprise. 

óThe NAO report states that that Universal Credit 

is not value for money and failing to meet its 

financial objectives. Most importantly, it is the 

first official document to take seriously the 

concerns of claimants and acknowledge the 

problems they are facing. 

 

óChurches around the country are supporting 

people who are affected by Universal Credit. It is 

clear that lives are being damaged by Universal 

Credit. 

 

óHalf of people receiving Universal Credit report 

going into debt. This is the result of delayed, 

inadequate, and irregular payments. It makes 

budgeting impossible and can make debt 

inevitable. The DWPôs own figures show that 4 in 

10 people reported serious financial difficulties, 

whilst 1 in 10 waited more than 11 weeks for 

payment. 

óIn Universal Credit areas foodbank use went up 

52%, whereas in other areas it was 13%. The case 

is incontrovertible. Universal Credit is failing, and 

the poorest are suffering the consequences.   A 

benefit system which drives families into debt and 

leaves them hungry is a failing benefit system.ô 

 

Universal Credit in our area is due to be rolled 

out in November of this year... just before 

Christmas... If it takes 12 weeks to process the 

payment this will mean the person will have to 

survive with NO money from November to the end 

of January. L 

................................................................................. 

 

India ï  7th State passes anti-conversion 

law 
A seventh state in India has become the latest to 

pass an anti-conversion law, which Christians say 

will be used by right-wing Hindu nationalists to 

persecute Christians. 

 

The new law requires clergy who lead a person to 

Christ to give one monthôs notice before doing so, 

which will spark a police investigation into the 

proposed conversion. And individuals wanting to 

change their religion must first get permission 

from the state government. 

óThese so-called óFreedom of Religionô laws have 

exactly the opposite effect,ô says Paul Robinson of 

Release International, which supports persecuted 

Christians around the world. 

 

óThey are intended to limit the freedom of 

individuals to change their faith, and the freedom 

of Christians to share their faith. These laws are 

the result of a hard-line Hindu backlash to prevent 

the spread of Christianity in India.ô Christians in 

Uttarakhand who share their faith could now face 

a jail sentence of up to five years. 

 

Hindu militants are alarmed by the spread of the 

Christian faith among the Dalit underclass. These 

so-called untouchables, who fall beneath the caste 

system, are responding to the Christian message 

that they are loved and valued. 

 

India is seeing the rise of Hindutva, or extreme 

Hindu nationalism, which believes that to be 

Indian is to be a Hindu. Hindu radicals have made 

death threats against Christians and have ordered 

them to close their churches. 

................................................................................. 

Beware foreign plants 
Gardeners have been told by government 

ministers not to bring back plants from holiday, in 

order to stop them inadvertently introducing an 

invasive species into the UK. 

 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs officials are becoming increasingly 

concerned about water-borne threats such as the 

Dikerogammarus villosus, or killer shrimp; 

Didemnum vexillum, the carpet sea squirt, and 

Dreissena bugensis, the quagga mussel.  These 

can clog up waterways and pipes, or smother 

reefs.  As one expert explained: ñwe need to raise 

awareness of biosecurity.ò 

 

One of the main risks is for invasive non-native 

species to be accidentally brought into the UK by 

people who take part in angling, canoeing, or 

boating abroad. 
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birthday 
surprise 

¢ƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ !ǳƎΩǎ 

awaiting her arrival 

The birthday cake 

with hymn book and 

gin bottle!  

The birthday 

girl: she 

thought she 

was going to 

ŀ [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ 

Night.  Tilda  

thought 

differently! 

 


