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Parish Day - 
Exploring New Opportunities!
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Smile Lines

Some thoughts on genealogy 

~ Genealogy: tracing yourself back to better people. 

~ I trace my family history so I will know who to 
blame. 

~ Can a first cousin, once removed, return? 

~ Searching for lost relatives? Find them fast - win 
the lottery! 

~ Do you even WANT ancestors? 

Harder  

Why do we press harder on a remote control when 
we know the batteries are going dead? 

Still  

We childproof our homes, but they are still getting in. 

Worried son 

As my five-year-old son and I were heading to Mc-
Donald's one day, we passed a car accident. Usually 
when we see something terrible like that, we say a 
prayer for whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and 
said to my son, "We should pray." 

From the back seat I heard his earnest voice: "Dear 
God, please don't let those cars block the entrance to 
McDonald's." 

Wake 

Shortly after my husband passed away, one of my 
daughter's Jewish friends approached her with a 
question. "Kate," he said, "I've never attended a Cath-
olic wake before. What is the significance of the 
widow not wearing shoes?" 

Kate replied, "My mum's feet hurt." 

Six items 

I was in the express lane at the store quietly fuming. 
Completely ignoring the sign, the woman ahead of 

me had slipped into the checkout line pushing a cart 
piled high with groceries. Imagine my delight when 
the cashier beckoned the woman to come forward, 
looked into the cart and asked sweetly, "So which six 
items would you like to buy?" 

Miscellaneous observations 

Dijon Vu - the same mustard as before. 

By the time you find greener pastures, you can't 
climb over the fence. 

The psychiatrist really helped me a lot. I would never 
answer the phone, because I was afraid. Now I an-
swer it whether it rings or not. 

I was thinking of becoming a doctor. I have the hand-
writing for it. 

God may have made our relatives - but thank God we 
can choose our friends! 

98 per cent of the time I am right. Why worry about 
the other three per cent? 

The fridge light DOES go out. Now let me out of 
here!! 

Experience is something you don't get until just after 
you need it. 

How do you find where a flea has bitten you? Start 
from scratch! 

Any day above ground is a good day. 

Any married man should forget his mistakes - there's 
no use in two people remembering the same thing. 

Can’t scare me 

My wife and I were watching the gorillas at the zoo 
when several of them charged at the enclosure fence, 
yelling terribly, rolling their eyes around, and clench-
ing their fists. They looked quite terrifying. The 
crowd scattered except for one elderly man, who did 
not bat an eye. Later, my wife asked him how he had 
kept his composure. "Oh, easy,” he said cheerfully. 
“You see, I used to drive a school bus." 
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Vestry Meeting:

The Vestry will meet on Wednesday 4th No-
vember at 7.30pm in the hall.

Prayer Group:

The Prayer Group meets on 9th November this 
month in Shirley Currie’s house, at 2pm. All are 
welcome. If you would like the group to pray 
especially for someone/something, then contact 
Tim, Rosemary, or Vernon.
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(Eustace is on holiday this month, 
sunning  himself and avoiding the 
“Month of Death” as he terms it. He 
will be back, however, to enjoy the 
austerity of the Advent Season. He 
so enjoys the run up to Christmas 
in the parish, where everyone 
thinks he must be terribly busy, but 
is a time, really, to put his feet up and  slip back into 
his misery.)
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Some of the Friday Team prepare to serve soup in the new hall for the 
first time - and through the next few pages, pictures from the PantoDine!
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Some Ugly Sisters share a page with some Right Beauties from the PantoDine!
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Fairy Nough! Roberta and Ghislaine step out from the Pound Shop, Janette finds a talent 
for being a Church Mouse, Maggie as herself, and Sheila Campbell and Anne King seem to 

have a nose for this sort of nonsense!
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.Janette, trapped between Fairyland and Pantoland, reviews the strange happenings at 

St. Augustine’s during October.

THE PANTODINE EXPERIENCE 
ACTUALLY HAPPENS!

Oh yes it did! Our exclusive, only-at-St.Auggies, 
world premiere took place on Friday 16th October 
as planned. How was it for you? Was your £23 or 
£25 well spent?
 
The Friends’ Exec is over the moon about reaction 
from those who attended. Some are calling for this 
to be an annual event - like DPT with Dinner. 
There’s even a request for a weekly Pantodine - no, 
no Annette, we may live in troubled, gloomy times 
but one can’t remain in Fairyland forever! Besides 
you’ve always got Santa to look forward to if 
you’ve been a good girl!

So, it was a ‘rerr wee night’ but one that involved a 
lot of preparation. Indeed, our actors have been liv-
ing their roles since the end of August and are still 
trying to relinquish them! TBag O’Neill, our Prince 
Charming, did so much thigh slapping that she had 
to see a dermatologist. Margaret Swan, who played 
her sidekick, Dandini, had to be firmly dissuaded 
from writing her words on her body as an aide 
memoire. Yes, blood poisoning is a real possibility 
at any age! However, buoyed up by her acting ex-
perience, she is now asking questions about DPT!

Ghislaine and Roberta’s addiction to Charity Shops 
was badly exacerbated since they scrutinised every 
establishment in the West of Scotland to procure 
the best gear for their parts as Fairies and to ensure 
that their Fairy Godmother, Linda, was also suitably 
attired. This was difficult since not many fairies de-
posit their unwanted tutus for Cancer Research! 
Sadly, they didn’t manage to fly - possibly due to 
the Laws of Gravity as well as Ghislaine’s bovver 
boots!

Keir Mailley, our intrepid young Buttons, knew his 
words before the first rehearsal. Wee show off! We 
all had good memories once upon a time! However 
on the night he forgot his cute little hat which 
Granny Roberta had spent many hours making! 
But, happily he remembered it for his second en-
trance and went on to give an excellent perform-
ance. 

Kenny, thrilled at being cast as an Ugly Sister, 
started chatting up ugly women and trying to get in 
touch with his feminine side. He can’t seem to get 
over it and last week he was urging the congrega-
tion to strike ‘men’ from the 11am service booklet! 
Calm down, Kenny, it’s only a Panto!

Then there was David, our Church Treasurer, who 
played our other Ugly Sister as a wee bachle. He 
took his wife, Sharon, or Cinderella, off to Sri 
Lanka for a really bad time immediately prior to the 
production - aye, that’ll be right! On returning, Sha-
ron had to adjust very quickly to being poor over-
worked Cinderella while Maggie, as the wicked 
Stepmother spent her time practising ordering folk 
around - even telling them what to do! And, learn-
ing lines doesn’t come easily to our actors. 

Ghislaine, Roberta, TBag and Keir were word per-
fect but others resorted to the dubious practices of 
sellotaping script pages into Lennox Heralds, dis-
creet little cue cards , intelligent reading and just 
making things up. Maggie, with bifocals, cards and 
a script still required a prompt at one dramatic mo-
ment. One was grateful for the fact that she heard it!
But they all kept the action going and ‘acted their 
sock off’ right to the final ‘happily ever after’.

 Highlights were the entrance of the Ugly Sisters to 
‘Here Comes the Girls’, TBag organising the trying 
on of the slipper, and Maggie’s superb feather head-
dress reminiscent of a turkey awaiting its position 
on the M&S Christmas queue!

Gillian made a lovely Tinkerbelle - now we all 
know that Peter Pan never met Cinderella - but we 
needed time to get Cinders into her ball gown. You 
see, we didn’t really have magic - just Margaret 
Hardie behind a purple screen - so a song was 
called for. Gillian had a size 18 Fairy Frock pinned 
at the back so the enchanting  ‘Some Day My 
Prince Will Come’ could so easily have become 
’Someday my Pins will Burst’.
  
But it wasn’t all about acting - the dining part of the 
Pantodine was delicious with Robert Sloan in excel-
lent form providing a three course sit down meal 
while wine and sherry were dispensed by members 
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of the exec. Kenny, in normal clothes, opened the 
proceedings and Fran quickly transported us to the 
woods for the modern Roald Dahl adaptation of Lit-
tle Red Riding Hood. Not a moment was wasted for 
we were asked to illustrate the tale on our specially 
designed table mats as Fran delighted the audience 
with her recitation of the poem complete with ac-
tions and props. Yes, it was all go and on with the 
show!

Coffee and mints were barely finished when our 
three guest dancers Amy, Amy and Megan sprang 
into action with a ballet sequence which was beauti-
fully executed and costumed. The girls completely 
contrasted this style later in the evening in a modern 
Scottish number with a rock and punk flavour. Well 
done, girls!

But the real stars were in the audience. They booed, 
hissed and shouted on cue really entering into the 
panto spirit. The small group of weans who were in 
attendance viewed the antics of their parents and 
grandparents with a sort of bewildered embarrass-
ment.
 
Will they never grow up? Well not if they hang 
around St. Aug’s.! And it goes without saying that 
they came in Fancy Dress. Barbara and Marion, in 
tights and Whiskers, sat with their pals Isobel and 
Sheila who were a smashing pair of ugly sisters right 
down to the elaborately applied make-up. Sheila 
Campbell had got herself a super scarecrow face 
while Yvonne and Linda J were a pair of sweet little 
Snow Whites. Yvonne’s husband Kenny was a stun-
ning Captain Hook and there was a very effective 
pantomime cow  complete with udder! This cow was 
so well disguised we were not sure if it was Irene or 
Josephine - Linda’s pals. 

There were princesses and fairies and pirates and 
witches - well seeing the Hallowe’en stuff was on 
sale in ASDA! Faye was a believable Aladdin and 
Charlie looked good as Peter Pan. Frankie, as usual, 
went for the obscure and chose an animal character 
from the lesser known German Fairy Tale, Rose 
Red. One thinks she was making a point about con-
servation but who knows? At least she nearly came 
on time! Winners of the Best Dressed were Captain 
Hook and the Pantomime Cow.

But, a pantomime cow means that ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ is not out with the realms of possibility - 
can you see a beanstalk growing out of the pulpit?  
Hang about and you just might! Now, if only we 

hadn’t dismantled that rood screen……..!

Kenny and David refused to take off their frocks and 
conducted a hilarious raffle, demanding kisses from 
all the winners and making appropriate comments 
on their attributes. Let’s hope no one sues.

Everyone went home in a happy mood that night to 
await the publication of the photographs. But a spe-
cial thank you must go to those who stayed behind 
to return the Church to normal and to those who ar-
rived next morning to wash the glasses and tidy up. 

AND BACK IN THE REAL WORLD…

Taking a break from escapism last week I turned to 
the telly. But it was the over hyped version of  Ques-
tion Time in which Nick Griffin of the BNP was cast 
as the wicked villain and went on to receive his 
‘comeupance‘. It was all terribly predictable stuff 
but the strangest utterance of the evening came from 
writer Bonnie Greer. Surrounded by politicians of all 
shapes and sizes, she came away with ‘ I don‘t know 
anything about politics, my background‘s culture‘. 

Whit?  Let’s hope it doesn’t work in reverse? What 
if all our parliamentarians, the whole honourable 
bunch of them, are uncultured Philistines? Surely 
culture and politics can exist happily side by side ? 
Is this why the country’s in the state it’s in? But 
don’t worry, John and Jackie, you can always come 
along to DPT …or even St. Aug’s.

AND SPEAKING OF DPT…
This year’s pantomime, Aladdin, will run from 5th to 
12th December in the Denny Civic Theatre. Tickets 
will shortly be available from members so make sure 
you’re on somebody’s list!

MEANWHILE LET’S TAKE OFF FOR TIREE.

Aye ,St. Auggie’s is certainly a ‘happening place’ 
with the Friends’ Scottish Evening scheduled for the 
New Hall on Sunday 22nd November at 6pm.  So, 
come along and celebrate St. Andrew’s Night with 
Myra and Lennie and a meal of Haggis, Neeps and 
Tatties. 

This is a no cost event and donations for food and 
entertainment will be gratefully received.
See you there.
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POSITIVITY

Whatsoever things are true … honest ... just …pure 
... lovely … of good  report: if there be any virtue, if 
there be any praise, think on these things.
                                              Philippians 4, verse 8

I am as guilty as anyone. The temptation to share a 
bad experience, or report one, can be overwhelming.  

We want to identify with another’s pain, or even top 
it.  Before, during and after my recent visit to hospi-
tal, I was treated to a catalogue of ghastly, doom 
laden experiences; funny in retrospect, but not at the 
time.  One lady told me her husband had had the 
same op as me, and been in constant pain ever since!  
Purely to encourage me, I presume!

 A lot of this sharing hides under the umbrella of 
sympathy.  After all, Jesus taught us to have compas-
sion – fellow feeling.  If it’s Biblical, surely that 
makes it OK to have a good moan?  It’s even thera-
peutic!  However, is it what Christ would have done?

Or we disguise our negativity as expressing outrage 
at unjust treatment.  Is justice not what Kenny fre-
quently advocates in his sermons?  Yes, indeed, there 
are times we need to step up and speak out, but do 
we always recognize those occasions clearly?  

We often speak the truth (“in love”?) for the sake of 
others.  At least we tell ourselves that! (Mind you, if 
there are genuine issues, we are told to do our best to 
address them before presenting ourselves at God’s 
altar (Matthew 5, v23 &24).

To my shame, I’ve been present when groups have 
jumped aboard the bandwagon of collective nasti-
ness.  It’s not easy to break ranks and say something 
in a person’s favour, for fear of appearing self-right-
eous. Adults have their own, often sophisticated, 
forms of bullying.  They find ways of turning on an-
yone who does not conform, is weak, or appears a bit 
different.

However, do we often think about the effects of such 
negativity?  Did the lady who made a special trip to 
the hospital to tell me about her husband’s deep vein 
thrombosis honestly feel she was doing me a good 
turn?  

However much I tried to rationalize it, she still put 
me into a state of fear and alarm.  We luxuriate in 
our tales of woe, enjoying the drama, but we often 

neglect to think of what’s actually best for the other 
person.

Even if we’re not sharing negative stories, or making 
derogatory remarks, we are still capable of exhibiting 
less than positive, un-Christlike, attitudes.  From 
time to time, most of us have a wee wallow in self-
pity.  We become like little children, craving atten-
tion, unable to see beyond the end of our own noses.  
And if there’s some blame which can be allocated, 
well and good.  Again, I am as guilty as anyone.
  
Maybe we should try harder to focus on positive sto-
ries, rather than putting the fear of God into people?  
To make an effort to contribute kind, complimentary 
remarks, when others are falling into the trap of mal-
ice?  

One simple, pro-active thing we can all do – and I 
include myself in this – is to SMILE more.    It is 
hard to be negative if you’re smiling.  (By the way, I 
mean pointless negativity, not deep grief and suffer-
ing.)

When I was a student, the Christian writer Amy Car-
michael was very popular.  She urged her readers, 
before making ANY remark, to ask themselves, “Is it 
true?  Is it loving?  Is it necessary?”  Even if we did 
that occasionally, our increased positivity would be-
come infectious.  The Irish have a saying, “Praise a 
child and s/he will flourish.”  It’s equally true of 
adults.  We all feel the benefit of a bit of positivity.
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Get On The Wave!
 We need your help to get thousands 
of people to The Wave, Glasgow , on   

      Saturday 5th December 2009

 

On Saturday 5th December , people from across 
the country will come together in Glasgow to send 
a clear message about climate change to world 
leaders meeting in Copenhagen for UN climate 
change negotiations. The Wave  - set to be 
Scotland’s biggest ever demonstration against cli-
mate change - is organised by Stop Climate Chaos 
Coalition.
 

The Wave  will be a fun, family-friendly march in 
Glasgow city centre, where a diverse range of peo-
ple can come together to show their concern about 
climate change. Similar demonstrations will be tak-
ing place across the world. In order to demonstrate 
that this issue is important to Scotland, we need as 
many people as possible to turn out on the streets 
of Glasgow on 5th December.

 

For more information on The Wave , visit 

www.the-wave.org.uk/scotland
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